Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515

February 12, 2025

Russell Vought

Director

Office of Management and Budget
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
1650 17th St. NW

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Director Vought:

We write to urge you to immediately restore public access to federal datasets and data-driven
tools, which are essential to government accountability, public and private sector research, and
the work of businesses and non-profits. Those datasets have been created pursuant to
Congressional direction and funded by American taxpayers. We therefore expect that data to
remain publicly available, both out of duty to American taxpayers and out of economic common
sense. Analyses have found that publicly-available federal health data alone adds more than $300
billion to the U.S. economy every year.' Accurate, detailed and relevant data can help save lives,
create jobs, and lower public and private sector costs.

We are deeply concerned that those expectations are not being met. Among others, the following
datasets and data-driven tools are currently unavailable to the public, or have been made
unavailable to the public for a prolonged period in recent weeks:

e Health data, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC)
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) survey data, which is “sometimes
the only source of state or territory-specific risk behavior data,”** and the Health
Resources and Services Administration’s (HRSA) Area Health Resource Files, which
include more than 80 years of data to track healthcare staffing, hospital spending, and
healthcare gaps in states and localities across the country.*’

¢ Energy data, including the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Energy Affordability Resource
Map, which allowed American homeowners and renters to find federal programs to
reduce their energy bills, based on geographic location and eligibility.®

¢ Census data, including File Transfer Protocol (FTP) access to the American Community
Survey (ACS) Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS), which allows the American public

! Business case for open data | data.gov
2 A Look at Federal Health Data Taken Offline | Kaiser Family Foundation
3 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Funding Opportunity | CDC

4 A Look at Federal Health Data Taken Offline | Kaiser F amily Foundation
5 Data Tools and Dashboards | HRSA

6 Energy Affordability Resource Map | DOE



https://www.energy.gov/justice/energy-affordability-resource-map
https://bhw.hrsa.gov/data-research/access-data-tools
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/a-look-at-federal-health-data-taken-offline/
https://www.cdc.gov/brfss/funding/Behavioral-Risk-Factor-Surveillance-System-NOFO.htm
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/a-look-at-federal-health-data-taken-offline/
https://resources.data.gov/resources/open-data/

to create custom tables to analyze Census Bureau data rather than relying only on
premade Census Bureau products.”

* More than 1,000 other datasets, as the number of open datasets available to the public via
Data.Gov has fallen from 307,851 on January 19, 2025,” to 306,796 as of February 3,
2025.1°

Urgently restoring access to these and other datasets and data-driven tools is critical to
government accountability and to our nation’s economic well-being. We therefore seek clarity on
the Administration’s plans to do so. Please provide answers to the following questions:

1. What datasets and data-driven tools has the Administration removed from public-facing
websites?

2. Which, if any, does the Administration plan to restore public access to? Please provide a
specific plan and timeline for restoring that access.

a. Of those restored or planned to be restored, please identify which have had
research parameters changed or data modified to comply with recent executive
orders.

b. Of those restored or planned to be restored, has any metadata or functionality that
researchers depend on to use the data been modified or eliminated?

3. Which, if any, does the Administration not plan to restore public access to?

a. Ifany, please provide written explanations, specific to each dataset and data-
driven tool, for why American taxpayers will be denied access going forward.

b. Additionally, please attach copies of all datasets to which American taxpayers will
be denied access going forward.

Given the urgency of restoring access to these critical datasets, we request a response to these
questions by February 19, 2025. We thank you for your attention to this matter and look forward
to receiving those responses.

Sincerely,
KL‘E{A/( C astor
Donald S. Bey@ Jr. Kathy Castor
Member of Congress Member of Congress

72023 ACS 1-Year PUMS | Census.gov

8 Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) | Census.gov

°® Home Page (Archived January 19, 2025) | data.gov via the Wayback Machine
1 Home Page | data.gov



https://data.gov/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250119220519/https:/data.gov/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata.html#:~:text=The%20Census%20Bureau's%20American%20Community,through%20ACS%20pretabulated%20data%20products.
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/pums/2023/1-Year/
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