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Christine Campbell (education) — Originally from Kingston, Jamaica, Ms. Campbell is taking
the role of the school social worker to its highest potential to create the most positive impact for
her students. As a school social worker, Ms. Campbell oftentimes works in the background
assisting students, families, and teachers address problems such as truancy, social withdrawal, and
the effects of special physical, emotional, or economic problems. She has been a social worker for
the past 12 years, including at the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Leadership Academy (formerly Van
Buren Middle School) in East Tampa for the past four years. She is a licensed clinical social worker
with the State of Florida, which means she has received a significant amount of additional training
in mental health even after receiving her master’s degree in social work. This has helped to foster
academic achievement among the Title | renaissance schools where she has worked. She is co-
creator of the pilot program S.W.AT. (Social Work Attendance Team), a professional learning
community used towards increasing district-wide student graduation rates through student
attendance. Because of her passion, high level of professionalism, as well as the contributions she
has made to her school — including an on-site clothing closet and collection drives to help families
afford school supplies and food during the holidays — this year she earned the Hillsborough
County’s Diversity Teacher of the Year. Ms. Campbell moved to the United States at age 3, and
lived with her mother and her two younger sisters under public assistance in Tarpon Springs, Fla.
She credits her mother for never letting her humble circumstances determine her future and always
instilled in her and her sisters the importance of integrity, education and family. She entered the
U.S. Army at age 17, where she served for three years, including overseas in Korea then pursued
her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in social work from the University of South Florida, and hopes
to one day earn her Ph.D. Today, she dedicates herself to the best interest of her students, including
working to ensure that elected officials are aware of the policies and issues that impact the
populations served by our social workers as chair of the National Association of Social Workers’
Hillsborough/Pinellas Political Action for Candidate Election (PACE) Committee. Ms. Campbell
dubs herself a lifelong optimist and receives immense support from her husband of 16 years and
daughter, Jada.

Adriana Dinis (law): Originally from Venezuela, Adriana Dinis grew up in the Miami area. As
an immigration attorney, she has lent her creative lawyering to better assist her clients; she has lent
her legal expertise across the region in the form of education forums, walk-in clinics and technical
assistance to law enforcement and community-based organizations; and she has lent her voice
when the voiceless have needed her the most. She attended the University of Florida where she
received her bachelor’s degree and graduated with honors; she then attended Stetson University
College of Law on a full diversity scholarship where she graduated cum laude in 2008. While at
Stetson, Ms. Dinis was an editor for the Journal of International Aging Law and Policy and
received the William F. Blews Pro Bono Service Award for her work with the Guardian Ad Litem
Program. Prior to her private practice, she worked at Gulfcoast Legal Services in its Children’s
Immigration Legal Defense project. As the number of unaccompanied minors crossing the borders
surged and a humanitarian crisis was declared in 2014, Ms. Dinis was part of a group of child




advocate attorneys and others in Hillsborough County to form the Unaccompanied Immigrant
Children Committee aimed at keeping these children out of the welfare system and with families
instead. The Committee was believed to be the first of its kind in the country. In 2016, Ms. Dinis
received Honorable Mention in the category of Outstanding Pro Bono Service by an Attorney
while Immigration Law Group of Florida (her law firm) received Outstanding Pro Bono Service
by a Law Firm from the Sixth Judicial Circuit of Florida. Last year, Adriana Dinis and her law
partner, Kathlyn Mackovjak, received the 2017 Chief Justice’s Law Firm Commendation to honor
their “significant contributions in the delivery of services to individuals or groups on a pro bono
basis.” This isn’t the first time Ms. Dinis has been recognized by a member of Congress; in 1992,
within a year of arriving in the United States, she received student of the month at Oliver Hoover
Elementary School in Kendall, Fla., which caught the attention of U.S. Rep. lleana Ros-Lehtinen.
Today, Ms. Dinis is a citizen of the United States, Venezuela as well as Portugal.

Dr. Yogi Goswami (research/innovation): Originally from India and receiving a bachelor’s
degree in engineering from the University of Delhi, today, on Sept. 20, Dr. Yogi Goswami marks
49 years since he first arrived in the United States in pursuit of his master’s degree and Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering from Auburn University. He currently serves as the director of the
prestigious University of South Florida’s Clean Energy Research Center and he is regarded as one
of the country’s most renowned inventors, holding 23 patents. He has built an illustrious career as
a researcher, inventor and educator for his contributions and development of technology related to
solar energy and indoor air quality. His invention of an air purifier that kills bacteria was listed on
Time magazine’s 25 best innovations of 2017. In addition, Dr. Goswami and his team are tackling
the issue of safe, reliable and efficient energy storage that will be a critical part in the future of
modern, intelligent cities from around the globe. His development of salt capsules the size of tennis
balls to cheaply store solar energy could be at the heart of a new generation of power plants. And,
in true leadership style, he spoke up after the sweeping executive order by the Trump
Administration issued early last year to restrict immigration from Muslim-majority countries
triggered a cascade of predictable consequences, including ensnaring international students
throughout Florida's colleges and universities. One of his own researchers was trapped in the
crosshairs of this travel ban, and Dr. Goswami explained the senselessness in slamming the door
on international students: "They become ambassadors in (their countries) because they feel so
thankful and blessed to be able to come to the U.S. and be exposed to the topmost researchers in
the world. Those are the people we need all over the world."”

Monica Rodriguez (community wellness) — Originally from Guadalajara, Mexico, Monica
Rodriguez immigrated in 1985 with her mother and siblings to Long Beach, Cali., where her father
already resided. She attended Long Beach City College for her associate’s degree in human
services, then attended Thomasville University in Georgia to pursue a career in social work. She
has lived in the Tampa Bay area since 1998 with her husband, raising her three daughters. For 12
years of her professional life, she dedicated herself to the Healthy Start Coalition of Hillsborough
County as the supervisor of the MomCare Program. In 2010, she became a member of the Latino
Coalition of Tampa Bay, an umbrella organization representing nonprofits that serve our Hispanic
population, where she recognized gaps in services in our region — especially in the eastern part of
Hillsborough County. Her interest and dedication to serving families in need led her to serve on




the board as a secretary, vice chair, and in 2014 the chair for the Coalition. That same year, Ms.
Rodriguez started a new career with Humana/CarePlus Health Plans and is currently the manager
of sales administration, but never leaving behind her passion for community work. In this role, she
has brought the unique needs in community wellness within our Hispanic population to the
attention of her employer and has been steadfast in fostering private-public partnerships to address
these needs. Ms. Rodriguez serves on numerous committees and boards, and since Hurricane
Maria bore down on Puerto Rico, she has been resolute in using her position, experience and
expertise in maximizing community resources and identifying needs of families who have
relocated from the island. She believes that not only is education the key to realizing the American
dream, but also the ability to follow your own personal calling— to do what’s right and to always
be true to yourself—to give back even in small amounts because it is not about what you give but
it is about making a difference in someone’s life.

Jun (John) Wu Zhao & Jiahua (Tommy) Tang (business): Both originally from China, John
Zhao and Tommy Tang have taken their devotion to authentic Chinese cuisine by founding
Yummy House, first in Tampa and now with locations in Sarasota, Gainesville, Ocala and Orlando.
They have also started opening Sweet Buns Bakery, the first in Gainesville by the University of
Florida and will soon open a second in Tampa by the University of South Florida, to offer a variety
of Asian pastries, including crepe cakes, egg tarts and 120 types of buns, which are mildly sweet,
fluffy breads. John moved from China to Belize at age 14, then to California in his mid-20s, where
he met his business partner, Tommy. They moved to Tampa in 2001, where they started working
at TC Choy’s in Hyde Park. With Tampa as an ideal location for trying out new concepts, by 2006,
John and Tommy started building on authentic Chinese cuisine. In a truly entrepreneurial spirit,
they opened their Yummy House doors at an unglamorous location on Waters Avenue, confident
that their impressive and traditional Chinese dishes would attract a significant customer base. This
first location burned down, but they were poised for success and slowly rebuilt. For their second,
more upscale site, again they took a risk on location and nestled into becoming part of East
Tampa’s business revitalization. Their landmark Hillsborough location is now part of the East
Tampa gateway. Today, Yummy House has been set apart from every other Chinese restaurant in
Tampa Bay, and their business culture is built on sharing respect and kindness among employees
and customers.
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Christine Campbell (educacion) — Originalmente de Kingston, Jamaica, Sra. Campbell esta
tomando su rol de trabajadora social escolar a su ultima potencia para crear un impacto positivo
para sus estudiantes. Como trabajadora social escolar, Sra. Campbell trabaja asistiendo estudiantes,
familias y maestras a discutir problemas como ausentismo, retiro social y los efectos de problemas
especiales fisicos, emocionales y econdmicos. Ella ha sido trabajadora social por los Gltimos 12
afios, incluyendo en Dr. Carter G. Woodson Leadership Academy (anteriormente conocida como
Van Buren Middle School) en Tampa del Este por los Gltimos cuatro afios. Ella es una trabajadora
social clinica licenciada con el estado de Florida — que significa que ha recibido entrenamiento
adicional significativo en salud mental aun después de recibir su maestria en trabajo social. Esto
ha ayudado crear logros académicos a traves de escuelas Titulo 1 donde ha trabajado. Ella es la
co-creadora de un programa piloto Equipo de Trabajo Social para Asistencia (S.W.A.T. por sus
siglas en ingles), una comunidad profesional de ensefianza usando la asistencia de estudiantes para
incrementar los niveles de graduacion a través del distrito escolar. Dado su pasion, alto nivel de
profesionalismo, ademas de las contribuciones que ha hecho por sus escuelas — incluyendo un
armario de ropa para estudiantes y ayudar familias poder comprar comida y materiales escolar para
ayudar familias organizando eventos de recoleccion — fue nombrada Maestra del Afio del Condado
de Hillsborough. Sra. Campbell, se mudé a los Estados Unidos cuando tenia 3 afios de edad y vivio
con su madre y sus dos hermanas menores bajo asistencia publica en Tarpon Springs, FL. Ella
acredita a su madre por nunca dejar que sus raices humildes determinen su futuro y por siempre
inculcar la importancia de integridad, educacion y familia en ella y sus hermanas. Ella entré al
Ejército de EE.UU. a los 17 afios de edad, donde sirvié por tres afios, incluyendo en Corea y luego
estudio por su bachillerato y maestria en University of South Florida con la esperanza de un dia
poder llegar al doctorado. Hoy, ella se dedica a los mejores intereses de sus estudiantes, incluyendo
trabajando para asegurar que oficiales elegidos sepan de politicas y asuntos que impactan
poblaciones servidas por nuestros trabajadores sociales como presidenta de National Association
of Social Workers’ Hillsborough/Pinellas Political Action for Candidate Election (PACE)
Committee. Sra. Campbell se considera una optimista de vida y recibe apoyo inmenso de su esposo
de 16 afos y su hija, Jada.

Adriana Dinis (derechos): Originalmente de Venezuela y criada en el area de Miami, como
abogada de inmigracién, Adriana Dinis ha prestado su abogacia creativa para mejor asistir a sus
clientes; ella ha prestado su experiencia legal a través de la region en forma de foros comunitarios,
clinicas abiertas y asistencia técnica para agencias policiacas y organizaciones basadas en
comunidades; y ella ha prestado su voz cuando para miembros de la comunidad sin voz en los
momentos cuando lo necesitaban mas. Ella asisti6 University of Florida donde recibi6 su
bachillerato y graduada con honores; ella luego asistio Stetson University College of Law con una
beca completa de diversidad donde se gradu6 cum laude en el 2008. Cuando estudiaba en Stetson,
Sra. Dinis fue editora para el Journal of International Aging Law and Policy y recibio el William
F. Blews Pro Bono Service Award por su trabajo con el Guardian Ad Litem Program. Antes de su
practica privada, ella trabajé en Gulfcoast Legal Services en el proyecto de Children’s Immigration




Legal Defense. Cuando la cantidad de menores no acompafados cruzando la frontera aumentd y
una crisis humanitaria fue declarada en el 2014, Sra. Dinis fue parte de un grupo de abogados de
defensa a menores y otros en el Condado de Hillsborough que formaron el Unaccompanied
Immigrant Children Committee cuyo objetivo es mantener que estos nifios se quedaran con sus
familias en vez de formar parte del sistema de bienestar. Se cree que este comité es uno de los
primeros de este tipo en el pais. En el 2016, Sra. Dinis recibié una Mencion Honorable en la
categoria de Outstanding Pro Bono Service por una abogada mientras su practica privada,
Immigration Law Group of Florida, recibié Outstanding Pro Bono Service por una praactica legal
del Sexto Circuito de la Florida. El afio pasado, Adriana Dinis y su compafiera de trabajo, Kathlyn
Mackovjak, recibieron el 2017 Chief Justice’s Law Firm Commendation para honrar su
“contribuciones significativas en la entrega de servicios a individuales o grupos de manera pro
bono.” Esta no fue la primera vez la Sra. Dinis ha sido reconocida por un miembro del Congreso;
en el 1992, después de su primer afio en los Estados Unidos, ella recibié Estudiante del Mes en
Oliver Hoover Elementary School en Kendall, FL, y cogi6 la atencion de la Congresista lleana
Ros-Lehtinen. Hoy, Sra. Dinis es una ciudadana de los Estados Unidos, Venezuela y Portugal.

Dr. Yogi Gowami (investigacion/innovacion): Originalmente de India y recibiendo un
bachillerato en ingenieria de la Universidad de Delhi, hoy, 20 de septiembre, marca los 49 afios
desde que Dr. Yogi Gowami lleg6 por primera vez a los Estados Unidos en busca de su maestria
y doctorado en ingenieria mecanica en la Universidad Auburn. Actualmente, él es el director del
prestigioso Clean Energy Research Center de la Universidad de Florida del Sur y es considerado
uno de los més inventores renombrados del pais con 23 patentes. Ha construido una carrera ilustre
como investigador, inventor y educador para sus contribuciones y desarrollos sobre tecnologia en
relacion con energia solar y la calidad del aire en interiores. Sus inventos de purificadores de aire
que mata bacteria fue listado en el “25 best innovations of 2017” en Time magazine. En addicion
a eso, Dr. Goswami y su equipo estan combatiendo el problema de almacenamiento de energia
seguro, confiable y eficiente que seria una parte critica en el futuro de ciudades modernas e
inteligentes alrededor del mundo. Su desarrollo de las capsulas de sal del tamafio de una pelota de
tennis que almacena energia solar a un precio bajo podria estar en el corazén de una nueva
generacion de plantas de energia. Y, con un estilo de verdadero liderazgo, él habl6 fuerte después
que la orden ejecutiva por la administracion de Trump emitida el afio pasado que restringe
inmigracion de paises donde la mayoria de la poblacion es Musulman provocé una cascada de
consecuencias predichas, incluyendo estudiantes internacionales bastante cautivadores a través las
universidades de Florida. Uno de sus propios investigadores estuvo atrapado en la mira de esta
prohibicion que ocurrié, y Dr. Goswami explico cuan insensato es no dejar a los estudiantes
internacionales entrar: “Ellos se convirtieron en embazadores en (sus paises) porque se sintieron
tan agradecidos y bendecidos de tener la oportunidad de ir a los Estados Unidos y ser expuestos a
los mejores investigadores del mundo. Esas son las personas que necesitamos alrededor del
mundo.”

Moénica Rodriguez (bienestar de la comunidad): Originalmente de Guadalajara, México,
Monica Rodriguez emigro en el 1985 con su madre y hermanos a Long Beach, California, donde
su padre ya residia. Asistio Long Beach City College para su asociado en servicios humanos y
luego asistié la Universidad Thomasville en Georgia en busca de una carrera como trabajadora




social. Ella ha vivido en Tampa Bay desde el 1998 con su esposo, criando a sus tres hijas. Por 12
afios de su vida profesional, ella se dedico al Healthy Start Coalition of Hilsborough County como
supervisora del programa titulado MomCare. En 2010, se convirtié miembro del Latino Coalition
of Tampa Bay, una organizacién que representa compafiias sin fines de lucro que sirven hacia la
poblacién Hispana, en donde reconocio brechas en los servicios de nuestra region — especialmente
en la parte este de Hillsborough County. Su interés y dedicacion a servirle a familias en busca de
ayuda la llevé a unirse a la junta como secretaria, vicepresidenta, y en el 2014 como la presidenta
de la coaliciéon. Ese mismo afio, Ms. Rodriguez empez6 una carrera nueva con Humana/CarePlus
Health Plans y actualmente la gerente de administracion de ventas, pero nunca dejo su pasion hacia
el trabajo comunitario. Con este papel, ella ha traido necesidades Unicas de la bienestar de su
comunidad dentro de nuestra poblacion Hispana a la atencién de su empleador y ha sido constante
en creando asociaciones entre compafiias privadas y publicas para atender estas necesidades. Ms.
Rodriguez trabaja en muchos comités y juntas, y desde que el Huracan Maria abordd en Puerto
Rico, ella ha sido muy determinada en usando su posicién, experiencia y habilidad en
maximizando los recursos de la comunidad e identificando las ayudas que familias que han sido
relocalizadas de la isla necesitan. Ella cree que la educacion no solo es la llave a realizar el suefio
Americano, pero que también la abilidad de seguir tu propia llamada personal — a hacer lo que es
correcto y siempre ser sincero consigo mismo — a dar para atras aunque sea lo mas minimo porque
no es sobre lo que uno da pero sobre la diferencia que uno hace en la vida de otros.

Jun (John) Wu Zhao & Jiahua (Tommy) Tang (negocio): Ambos originalmente de China, John
Zhao y Tommy Tang han tomado su devocién hacia la comida china autentica y han fundado
Yummy House, primero en Tampa y ahora en Sarasota, Gainsville, Ocala y Orlando. También
empezaron a abrir Sweet Buns Bakery, el primero en Gainsville por la Universidad de Florida y
ya mismo abriran una segunda en Tampa por la Universidad de South Florida, para ofrecer una
variedad de pasteles Asiaticos, incluyendo bizcochos crepe, tartas de huevo y 120 tipos de bollos,
los cuales son unos panes ligeramente dulce y plumosos. John se mud6 de China a Belice a la edad
de 14, y luego a California en sus 20s, donde conocio a su socio de negocios, Tommy. Ambos se
mudaron a Tampa en el 2001,donde empezaron a trabajar en TC Choy’s en Hyde Park. Con Tampa
como su localizacion ideal para intentar conceptos nuevos, para el 2006, John y Tommy
empezaron a desarrollar un concepto de comida china autentica. Con un espirito completamente
de emprendedor, ellos abrieron las puertas de Yummy House en una localizacién no muy atractivo
por Waters Avenue, seguro que sus platos impresionantes y tradicionalmente chinos atrajeran a
una base grande de consumidores. Su primer lugar se quemo, pero fueron preparados para el éxito
y reconstruyeron lentamente. Para su segundo lugar con mas alta escala, denuevo tomaron un
riesgo con la localizacién y se situaron en convirtiéndose parte de la revitalizacion de negocios por
el este de Tampa. Su punto de referencia en Hillsborough ahora es una puerta hacia el este de
Tampa. Hoy, Yummy House se ha diferenciado a cada otro restaurante chino en Tampa Bay, y su
cultura de negocio se basa en compartiendo respeto y amabilidad hacia sus empleados y clientes.




