
Fairness and 
High-Quality Jobs 
Tackling climate change and reaching 
net-zero emissions as soon as possible 
o~ers a unique opportunity to rebuild the 
economy on a stronger foundation of 
equity and fairness for workers and their 
communities. Smart climate policy must 
provide tangible benefits to 
ececonomically vulnerable communities, 
put working people front and center, and 
deliver good-paying, high-quality jobs 
and accessible career pathways into 
them for all Americans. Building a clean 
energy economy can help put 
unemployed Americans back to work 
and and relieve the economic crisis sparked 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Empower workers to secure good-paying, fair, and safe jobs by strengthening 
workers’ rights to organize a union.

Ensure federal infrastructure investments create high-quality, good-paying jobs 
by committing federal funding only to projects that meet high-road labor standards.
Support workers and communities most a~ected by the transition away from fossil 
fuels by establishing a National Economic Transition O~ice to coordinate, scale up, and 
target federal economic and workforce development assistance.

Address the health care needs of coal industry veterans by shoring up the Black 
Lung Disability Trust Fund and improving the federal benefits and services for sick miners 
and their families.
Build a skilled and inclusive clean energy workforce by expanding Registered 
Apprenticeships and developing clean energy training programs with diversity and 
inclusion in mind.
Protect farmworkers and construction workers from the health e~ects of heatwaves  
by directing the Secretary of Labor to establish and enforce a standard on prevention of 
occupational exposure to excessive heat.

Create jobs through conservation and reclamation by reestablishing the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, creating a Climate Resilience Service Corps, and restoring abandoned 
coal mines and oil and gas wells.

CONGRESS SHOULD:

For the transition to a resilient, clean energy economy to be successful, we must build it on a 
foundation that provides workers with a guarantee that they will earn family-sustaining wages in 
safe working conditions. One of the best ways to ensure that a resilient, clean energy economy is 
a fair economy is to strengthen workers’ right to organize a union and negotiate higher wages 
and better benefits. At the same time, Congress needs to respect the contributions of coal miners 
and other fossil fuel workers and provide a comprehensive set of systemic supports for these 
workers and their communities. 

INVEST IN AMERICA’S WORKERS 
AND BUILD A FAIRER ECONOMY
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