SOLVING THE
CLIMATE CRISIS

The Congressional Action Plan for a Clean Energy
Economy and a Healthy, Resilient, and Just America

Unite Behind
Climate Science

National and international efforts to address
the climate crisis must be built on a solid
foundation of climate science research and
education. Scientists need sustained
research funding to continue advancing
their understanding of Earth's climate
system. Federal, state, local, tribal, and
territorial decisionmakers also need ready
access to clear climate risk projections and
expertise to guide planning decisions.
Educators often depend on government
resources to prepare the next generation of
climate scientists and a climate literate
public and workforce. Despite these needs,
federal climate science programs are
continually threatened with budget cuts and
political interference.
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STRENGTHEN CLIMATE SCIENCE AS THE
FOUNDATION FOR CLIMATE ACTION

The United States must invest in a strong climate science enterprise and expand Earth monitoring
programs that form the basis for projections of climate-related risk. The long-term strength of
climate science will also depend on investing in a talented and diverse STEM workforce and
safeguarding scientific integrity and science-informed federal policy.

CONGRESS SHOULD:

Sustain support for climate assessments through the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change and the U.S. Global Change Research Program, considering the full range
of high warming climate scenarios.

Strengthen climate science through robust federal funding support for research,
observations, monitoring, and modeling to understand Earth's climate system and the
impacts of climate change on interconnected natural and human systems.

Expand federal Earth observation activities that underlie projections of
climate-related hazards and inform the development of actionable climate risk
Information to guide community planning, emergency operations, and disaster recovery.

Enhance climate risk analyses to inform the development and use of resilience-based
codes and standards and to deploy actionable information on current and future
changes in flooding, wildfire, drought, extreme heat, and other climate-fueled hazards.

Invest in climate literacy and STEM education, including efforts to broaden
participation in STEM for K-12 schools, colleges, universities, and the workforce.

Safequard climate science against political interference by strengthening federal
scientific integrity policies and ensuring that the best available science informs federal
policies, including possible governance approaches for atmospheric climate intervention.

Revive the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment to provide Members of
Congress with nonpartisan scientific and technology expertise.
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