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Timeline of Republican Petulance 
Leading to a Government Shutdown

Republicans have moved toward a shutdown at every step of the process.  GOP claims that they have tried to compromise or that Democrats won’t negotiate are laughable.

Summer 2011 – Republicans hold the economy hostage over the debt ceiling, which leads to the resurrection of sequestration.  While the Budget Control Act passes on a bipartisan vote, it comes about only after Republicans pushed the economy to the brink of a default, resulting in the first downgrade of the U.S. credit rating in history.

December 2012 – President Obama offers a balanced deficit reduction plan to turn off sequestration and replace it with more sensible reductions.  Even after the President tries to find common ground and proposes a compromise, Speaker Boehner walks out of discussions.

April 2013 – President Obama puts his balanced deficit reduction plan in his 2014 budget submission, which would turn off sequestration and set a discretionary spending level for 2014.  Republicans ignore this proposal.

Spring 2013 – The House and Senate pass budget resolutions with different top-line numbers for 2014 discretionary spending, with Democrats seeking $1,058 trillion and Republicans $967 billion.  Despite repeated Democratic efforts, for the past six months, Republicans have refused to go to conference to resolve differences, all but guaranteeing the need for a continuing resolution in the fall.

September 10, 2013 – House Republicans Leaders release a “clean” continuing resolution at a rate of about $986 billion and indicate they will include a mechanism to force the Senate to vote on undermining the Affordable Care Act.  Should that vote fail, the Senate could still send the clean CR separately to the President.  Republican extremists block the so-called Cantor plan, which in all likelihood would have avoided a shutdown.

September 20, 2013 – House Republicans cave to Tea Party extremists and pass a CR that includes the Defund Obamacare Act and the Pay China First Act.  The Statement of Administration Policy threatens a veto, stating that the President would support a short-term CR that allows for the government functions to operate without interruption.

September 27, 2013 – The Senate amends the House bill, stripping out the extraneous provisions.  Democrats accept the spending levels proposed by Republicans, and in a good faith effort to resolve the standoff, do not add extraneous measures.  Consistent with the September 20 SAP, the White House announces its support of the Senate-amended bill.

September 29, 2013 – Less than 48 hours before a shutdown, Republicans continue to give in to Tea Party demands and reject the Senate amendments, once again ignoring political reality by rejecting the compromise on the table and attaching provisions to drastically undermine the ACA.

Democrats have made a significant compromise by acquiescing to the Republican-proposed spending level, which is the most important aspect of a spending bill.  But Republicans refuse to say yes and are hell bent on demanding extraneous provisions that have no place in a CR, driving us toward a shutdown.

