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RE: Jose Godinez-Samperio - Support for the Past American Bar Association (ABA) Presidents’
Amicus Brief - Case No. SC 11-2568

I write in support of the Amicus Brief of the Past ABA Presidents regarding Jose
Godinez-Samperio’s application for membership in the Florida Bar.

I strongly agree with the reasoning of the Past ABA Presidents that the Florida Supreme
Court should not approve a policy that would deny admission to applicants who have passed the
Florida Bar Exam and who are of good moral character. In this circumstance, there is no dispute
as to the moral character of the applicant and he has graduated from an outstanding law school
and passed the required bar examination. The only delay in admittance is a question over the
impact of the applicant’s legal status, which is nof a valid reason to question an applicant's moral
character. The Florida Supreme Court should decline jurisdiction and order the applicant's
admission.

In addition to the efforts of Mr. Godinez-Samperio, the State of Florida and its citizens also
have invested their time and money in a sound education of the applicant with the hopes of a
bright future, economic success and a contributing member of society. The U.S. Constitution
requires Florida to educate undocumented students through the twelfth grade. Therefore, Florida
is already investing time and money towards undocumented students. To deny these students the
opportunity to become doctors or lawyers or practice another profession is to deny the state of
Florida and all of our neighbors an educated and talented workforce. This should not be the
result for our great state.

As a long-time supporter of the DREAM Act, I find it unfortunate that this legislation has
not yet been signed into law. The DREAM Act would allow students who entered the United
States before their 16™ birthday, who have lived in the country for at least five years, who are in
good moral standing, and who have graduated from high school, to be classified as permanent
residents and pursue a path toward citizenship. If the DREAM Act were in place right now,
students like Jose Godinez-Samperio would automatically be admitted to the Florida Bar, and
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immigrants who meet the DREAM Act criteria would be able to access loans and utilize in-state
tuition rates for law school or other graduate degrees. Nevertheless, the failure of the U.S.
Congress and the Florida Legislature to address the DREAM Act and the inequity that burdens
children who were brought to America by their parents through no choice of their own should
not impact Mr. Godinez-Samperio's application to the Florida Bar. He has met the test for
Florida membership established by the Florida Supreme Court, i.e. competence through
education, passage of the bar exam and being of good moral character.

We must encourage our nation’s next generation - not place obstacles in their path to
success. It would be so unfortunate to see a young person, like Jose Godinez-Samperio,
Hillsborough County Armwood High School's 2004 valedictorian, work so hard and achieve the
success of graduating law school and passing the Bar only to be prevented from ever working a
day as a lawyer because of misguided policies. It is short-sighted and arbitrary to deny students
like him acceptance to the Florida Bar because of decisions that were made for him when he was
a child. The correct result certainly is admission.

Sincerely,

Kathy Castor l
U.S. Representative

Florida — District 11
Florida Bar No. 896160



